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‘Brendan O’Leary
of the London School
of Economics
talks to
Pat Byrne
,muocﬁ Northern _qo_m:a
8am<

: :..n:nws O’Leary
is a man who
could have made

a great politician if he
had not become a lectur-
er in Political Science at
the. London School .of
Ecopomics: He is the

" kind of 'man’ who' could

8..:.:.:8 immensely to
the —xx_an process, to the
exploratory talks and to
any negotiations which
might follow.

He has. ideas on the
North of Ireland which, if

* implemented, could revo-

a

-*’a.:.h;:;. L A

L

lutionize the whole way of
thinking * of Protestants
and Catholics in the Six
Counties, “as well as the
way of thinking of the
British - Government and

the Government of the

Republic .on the future of
the island. He has co-

" authored a book called

*Understanding Northern
Ireland, which if read and
heeded could well influ-
ence the decisions of

. 'those who come to the

negotiating table. O’Leary
is a.man' ahead of the
pack, a- man with a contri-
bution crying out to be

. made as Ireland stands at
" .- the'crossroads of history.

I met him ifi his small
study “'at the London

. School of Economics. He

was sufrounded by books,

. mogt of which dealt with
N EmSQ or politics or both.
" And he was adding to the
" collection himself. When
. he mBn& to speak about
*_the North it was with such
? a:Eo:G and conviction

“that'I had to adjust my
©+-* mental' processes to the
.- fact that T was in the pres-

: ence of a pundit, not many -

of which species still sur-

¢ .vivé'in this éra of instant
.v.” information courtesy of
ES:-S TV.

. His ‘book, he tells me,

on’t |

attempts to explain the

- Northern Ireland conflict

and tell why it lasted so
long. He gives a new slant
on the whole thing, claim-
ing that the British and
Irish states created the
conditions that made it

in peace.

“I’s not so much
British imperialism as
political institutions in
which rights are not pro-
tected,” he says, assigning
the blame.

He sees that the bound- |

, .iEo
‘difficult for the people of
the North to live together.

aries of the Irish state -

were drawn up at the
expense of Irish unity. He
sees also that Northern
Ireland was never treated
as an equal -by the British,
“So we think there are
external causes to the con-
flict.”

He goes on to say that
he does not see the prob-
lem as at all based on rival
religious beliefs.
argument s that both
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Ireland . situation . 55 a
cold eye “that :is not
mimvda by va..._&oo, For
he is-a cosmopoltan fig-
ure, whose life has been
.lived E several noE._Bom

and his wife "Marjory, he
~set sail with-his parents
for Nigeria at the tender

age of nine months. There -

his father worked for the
Federal . Nigerian

Qo<o:==n2 in the north- -

em city of Kaduna. He
later iop._aoa with the

United Nations in :E.

-Sudan, me:@m Ea India.-

..zozsm_.: :m:o:m__,mﬁm_m:oc_n :oﬁ

N -

\ mmxﬁ*o_. m:,n_.,.m:o:_a not mmﬂ m:< Bo..m

- tobe. wﬁﬂon& ‘Many.

)lame the

Em PhD ‘at the rozaos

Schoal of Economics, his

. subject” being O:gS_
Unwwont

“I deliberately didn’t

“want to do an Irish subject

for my PhD. I didn’t want

.q..J.Ti

,.,,Hn.a oE._nEnm for an acad-
*“ emic to study other things *
-outside his own roBo- .

land.”

. is Eouo,: coE.
- =4l tion is Reader in
. B Political Science:

“at the London School of <

. Economics.. He. lectures
e.o= .. Ethnic.  Conflict.
H:aoaa he has had a great

.n.wow Booa like nsz.

O’Leary has also had

some , experience of the
‘Northern Ireland conflict.
He had relatives in the
cvil rights movement and

. some of his school friends

o

Ehk AT
e » .un
Qlitan”

7 TN L
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: be ohjective in his assess-

ment -of the" mEanu in
" the North. - :

..H=<u=wc_<. v_o i:o
have had a wider experi-

. ence tend to be contemp-
. tuous of their background.

Indeed, I went through
‘that as a young man, but

.- as we get older we are

" able:"to: see ».85 our -

_than they would cm‘i____su to give

“Our -

communities are equally '

religious. Although we
are both non-believers, we
don’t blame religion for
the contlict.”

t took O'Leary and .,
Hoo.u_::on John

McGarry ten years to

write the book. In the
meantime the cecascfires '

changed the picture,
bringing hope. that the

‘hostilities have at last
.come to a permanent end.

-~

“We were very pleased .

about the ceasefires, The ™

reason why the ceasefires. .
have happened is because *
the * two governments .
rm<o a better opportunity
of resolving the conflict .

than for En past :zo:Q..

five years”

Brendan O'Leary is & Pk v hy,
%o_.:nw%wooaoﬁaﬁ

o

man . well equipped” to -

‘analyse the befuddling’

: ::.o.:._mﬁ _: a E_E_.m_.: nited. _..m_m:n .

UE.Em .Ew ‘.meoE: in

" Nigeria, wnosaE; wE..

ents decided to send him’
to - school :in, Northern :
Ireland,” as- Em mother’s

. sister . lived . Eo_.o He

m:opaoa “two - Protestant-

primary . schools,. . in

Cloughy,

no_EQ ‘Antrim, But for
his seconday education he =
was sent to 95.8 Tower,

_Catholic - m..pSBE.
moroo_,.S County >=58
. It was’ there that lic.met

¢ deal of maésa experi
. ,..n_.no o». o&Eo ooan_nr L%
_seems to have mozoi&

County: Down.
and :'in - Ow_.no_a.o_.mzm. :

him. s.czsa While he was
growing up in Nigeria, the .

- when the first massacre of .

* the Tbos took place, and -

his father played a leading -
-role in __o_vSm the Ibos -
omoeuo -across the River

meon In_the Sudan he.’ countries which_have suc-" -

* was witness to the conflict .

“between - the 8 =o_.=_o_.n
- Moslems and the uo:zﬁ.n_

oxvonooo om the - io_.E

En 352: F conflict,

v.,. - “The causes of the con-

m_og in the ZQ.E have

. Biafran War started, The . nothing to do_with the
O.rowaa were in Kaduna

" quality of the eooe_n. but
everything to do with the
E:Eo of Eo Emnanoa
in:. which . they. are’
involved, Both John and I -
" have  had -experience -of

ooww?__v. Ee_nw& -diffi-
nc_no@ and we' have had

ouwonoso.o on Egom ‘that

co-guthor  Johin:McGarry_ *Cliristian. and pagan. peo--, didn’ B.Bpmo them, >§

»._.oB,.,w&».gn. They.struck. . ples;;iThen he. amived din. . of ¢

4y

‘upa ?gnm_zm E._o: has> cmwﬂ% .?5 E,Ebo me. what ng& coz 6 ;
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- poor.
. impressive as a way of

‘outside’ Ir¢land _why; peo- "

mqm:am: O’Leary:
a.m.esa.:sa people get

uneasy \Esaw me living
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Ireland conflict as having
a greater impact than aca-

. demic tomes.

He does not agree:
“That’s a preposterous
‘and false claim. It sug-
gests that poets and novel-

S _ma m_<o you a better

R i

S A deb

ans or vornﬂnnm -1 'think

~ the claim is made by peo-

ple who believe that cul-
tural differences are at the
heart of the conflict in the
North, so you need a poet
or a novelist to explain
them. I believe the cultur-
al differences that exist in
Northern Irealnd are not
the cause of the conflict.
So the poets and the play-
- wrights don't help you.

. What causes the conflict

in Northem Ireland is not
* culture but the fact that
the other community is a
. zﬂomr And that is due to

- the political institutions

in which people work and
.‘_:a.

.. “I think the literaturc on

Zo:ron. Ircland is very
I. don’t find it

understanding the con-
flict. We have tried to

- make our book readable.
. It’s aimed at the intelli-

‘gent general reader. But

_ _we presume that the read-

er. already has some
‘knowledge of Northern
Ireland, .. |
.romQ ] incsm
reaches much
further ‘than the

. vcc:o library or the fami-
_ly home. “One task of

wnnaoB_o i:.:.m... he
°says, “is 8 Snconoo wo__-

....5.:2 Eo mron run.

o ‘wnnucaa Bomn people’s

", clichés soa invented by

“scribblers, Our role is to
mvoan truth to power.

~
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“We hope |
who have stro
f—rﬁ

efit from sect
tive views str
sented - ones
they are not fas
Brendan O'L
‘mate  solutio
Northern Irela
lies in preservi
tities of both ¢
- giving cach
a guaranteed s
which will be
whether Nortd
remains with
becomes part
Ireland.
“Northern
should not a
should not ge
than they wou
ing to give ur
future united |
There must
ity based on m
nition. Pe

Ireland is both
Irish, and po
tions must T
Whether it rer
UK or becoing
Republic, the
the monoritic
protected.

“I don’t be
are the cause
lem,” he insist
eties, all ectt
have their bi,
become chose
They flourish
have commu
feel under thre

Remove th
you remove th

(Explainin,

“Ireland is

Blackwell at |



